[Obstructive jaundice after surgery of the biliary tract, a benign stricture or not?].
Obstructive jaundice occurred in 3 patients, 2 women, aged 44 and 60 years, and one man aged 62 years: 17 years after choledochojejunostomy following a complicated cholecystectomy, 8 years after hepatojejunostomy following choledochal cyst removal, and 1 year after laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Percutaneous or endoscopic stent placement was performed in all patients to relieve biliary obstruction. However, stent dysfunction repeatedly resulted in re-stenting of the obstruction. Imaging techniques, as well as endoscopic brush pathology could not distinguish between a benign or malignant stenosis. Explorative laparotomy showed a new growth in all 3 patients, of which 2 were malignant. When obstructive jaundice occurs after surgery of the biliary tract for benign disease, the most likely cause is a benign stenosis. Percutaneous or endoscopic stenting is the treatment of choice. In case of unexpected and/or repeated stent failure, when a diagnosis cannot be made due to inconclusive imaging or pathology of the stenosis exploratory surgery should be considered, as malignant stenosis may be present.